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rupture, and it is often associated with unusually frequent
oestrus, the animal being called a nymphomaniac. Often
the vertebral column at the base of the tail is directed back-
wards and upwards and the pelvic ligaments slackened. No
doubt the cyst is really a large degenerate Graafian follicle
which has failed to rupture. It may be associated with, and
has been regarded as secondary to, a metritis.
In the cow the corpus luteurn is easily distinguished as a
moderately firm swelling of the ovary. It is frequently found
in normal animals, but it is only regarded as abnormal when
the animal does not come in season. The correction of the
latter defect is readily made by enucleating the corpus luteum
between the finger and thumb per rectum; but when the cor-
pus luteum becomes old and fibrous it can only be squeezed
out by drawing back the ovary and manipulating it per
vaginam. The removal of the corpus luteum brings on oestrus
and may also encourage the contraction of the uterus and
removal of the contents, including any uterine exudate which
may be present.
When the ovaries are cystic, the cysts should be ruptured
in the same way. In the cow also one may manipulate them
through the rectum, but it may be necessary to puncture them
through the vaginal wall. The hopes of complete recovery in
nymphomania are very moderate.
In oophoritis, or when tumours are present, there is no
likelihood of recovery.
The Fallopian tubes nest call for attention. They are
placed between the ovaries and the extremities of the horns of
the uterus. When normal they cannot be detected. In sal-
pingitis they may be greatly enlarged and felt as convoluted
cords near the ovaries. There is no suitable treatment for this
disease whatever be the cause. Sometimes it is tuberculosis
in the cow, but in other cases it follows upon metritis.
Next the uterus should be examined, and first it is necessary
to ascertain whether it is pregnant, even although the history
is against that view. It is always necessary to remember that
in the enlargement of the uterus in pregnancy the wall appears
very thin and the uterine contents fluid and fluctuating,
while when the uterus is enlarged in metritis the walls are
thickened and hard.